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station. There are other places like Kukui Grove where you get two (2) hours free
and you get charged thereafter. There is clear data out there that establishments
with chargers draw more business. I know for many electric vehicle users they are
going to choose grocery stores based on availability of charging, so it draws customers
in that sense. Lastly, what you had said about chargers staying empty, the ones in
the Historic County Building parking lot are broken. If you go across the street where
there are a number of public chargers, they are sometimes full. At the most one (1)
or two (2) are open. They are definitely very heavily utilized over there. Again, the
Bill is not going to require that fifteen percent (15%) of stalls have an EV-charger off
the bat. It requires that they are EV-ready with a receptacle so that as demand
increases, they can come in and put the charger In as necessary. Lastly, as
Councilmember Kualii had said earlier, there is a lot of rebate money out there for
EV chargers. Hawai‘i Energy will give you five thousand dollars ($5,000) per charger.
Two cents ($0.02) per barrel of gasoline is going towards EV chargers through the
State. Through Hawai‘i Energy, you can easily get a rebate for chargers. The State
has sixteen million dollars ($16,000,000) of Federal infrastructure moneys which is
dedicated towards EV chargers. Our own Office of Economic Development has been
talking for a while about trying to come up with an EV charger incentive program,
possibly specifically targeting EV-ready for affordable housing construction. There
are a lot of ways to pay for this.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay, thank you for those pieces of
information. I did not know that our charger was broken in our parking lot. I did
notice that no one uses it. That is a good piece of information for me to have. I would
like to turn it over to other Councilmembers. I have more, but I want to be sure that
everyone gets their chance and they might ask some of the same questions I have.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: I just have one (1) question. Again, it was
brought up several times, the retrofitting of existing parking lots is not part of this at
all, right? There is no discussion about that. I received some of those comments and
they are feeling like it might affect them. I just want to clarify that.

Councilmember Evslin: Exactly. The only retrofits would be for over
one hundred (100) stalls with a two thousand (2,000) square foot structure or more
going in, which again does not happen very often. Any others, if you are renovating
your existing building or adding on to it and you have less than one hundred (100)
stalls, there are no triggers. Again, it does not make sense to rip up an existing lot
to put in EV-ready. It does make sense during new construction.

Councilmember Carvalho: Got it.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember DeCosta.
Councilmember DeCosta: I just want to echo what Councilmember

Cowden reiterated about making all the entities available to communicate and
provide testimony. The electrical unions, larger construction companies that are
going to be putting in these EV chargers, and the cost of construction that can escalate
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with a new item like this. This is a totally new item and conduit line that has to go
. I would like more input from those entities. It is great that we come up with these
green energy bills, but we need to incorporate everyone.

Councilmember Carvalho: Yes.

Councilmember DeCosta: Thank you, Councilmember Cowden for
bringing that up.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I want to just expose my bias for a moment. I

am pretty excited about hydrogen vehicle concept that does not require batteries. We
have issues with our wastewater. That is really the direction that I keep trying to
push for. We can make hydrogen and have more efficient wastewater treatment
plants. We are looking at getting one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000) for our
wastewater improvements, I was really hoping that they would be looking at that.
We have the Department of Reclamation interested in doing it. Why that is
important to me is because of the batteries. I really like the idea of electric vehicles
and so a hydrogen vehicle does the same thing. It gives out water and oxygen. My
concern about this whole push to 2035, if we do not do hydrogen, I think about all of
these batteries and what we are going to do with them. The lithium batteries are not
easy to dispose of. I sent some questions quickly to our Solid Waste Division. Without
tying hard into it, we send about one (1) fifty-five (55) gallon of recycled lithium back.
All of these cars, Puhi Metals is the one who has to take them apart for shipping off
the island. When I look at lithium, those are open pit mines. That is a really difficult
process and there is a brine extraction, both of which have really high water
consumption and ground water contamination. Right now, a number of us are here
in Colorado. I am aware of the Native American tribes, for example the Paiute and
Shoshone tribes...

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden, do you have a
question?

Councilmember Cowden: ...are really upset for what is going on in their
region.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden, do you have a
question?

Councilmember Cowden: Yes, I do. Do you not like me giving

background? I will ask the question and then give the background during discussion.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: You have been talking for about two (2)
minutes and I am just waiting for the question.
Councilmember Cowden: I was just trying to give a little bit of

background. My background is lithium batteries are problematic. They are made in
China and most of the lithium comes from very difficult areas that we are not even
in good politics with. I am worried that we put all these elements there and we do
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not have the room for it. I wanted to say, I know you are doing this in compliance
with what the State is saying. I am asking, was there any consideration for hydrogen
or looking at that option? Maybe you can speak to any concerns there might be for
lithium extraction and getting rid of the lithium waste that we would have here on
the island. Has this been considered? There is a lot of data showing that this might
be difficult. What are your thoughts on lithium batteries?

Councilmember Evslin: I can answer that really quickly. You said
lithium is problematic and yet we know that climate change is catastrophic. I
certainly, and I think everybody does agree that there are large environmental issues
with mining lithium. Those environmental issues are in some sense dwarfed by the
threat of climate change. There are lots of time, money, and research going into ways
to recycle existing lithium batteries, how to make this process more environmentally
friendly, et cetera. In the same way that fossil fuel extraction is incredibly damaging,
one-third (1/3) of our oil comes from Russia. There are a lot of terrible aspects around
our current structure, including climate change being by far the worst here. Yes,
climate change is worst than lithium. As far as the issue with hydrogen vehicles is
that there are zero (0) charging stations here in Hawai‘l. I believe there are only
approximately fifty (50) in the entire country. Hydrogen vehicles have not taken off
the same way as electric vehicles. Right now, you can buy an electric vehicle and it
costs less over its lifetime than its equivalent fossil fuel counterpart, where that is
certainly not the case for hydrogen vehicles. Electric vehicle technology is here and
is expanding rapidly. We need the infrastructure to make it work. Hydrogen vehicles
are not yet there. Hopefully, one day they will be and that will be another viable
alternative. Sorry, lastly, on hydrogen, you do not need a public charging station for
hydrogen. Hydrogen is refilled essentially at a location equivalent to a gas station.
The private market in some sense can do that. People have started running hydrogen
stations to fill up hydrogen. It does not work the same for electric vehicle charging
because of the length of time it takes for recharging. We need a public charging
network for that.

Councilmember Cowden: Yes. Hydrogen here, we would want to be
making it ourselves. How about this, I will send you a list...can I do this, Council
Chair? Can I send them a list of my concerns about the lithium batteries or send it
to staff and they can send it to them if that is not serial communication? Otherwise,
I will say it here so that we are in compliance with the Sunshine Law.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I would say it on air. I believe if you sent it to
them it would be serial communication. That would probably be during your
discussion time.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay, I will do that during my discussion
time. I am asking them now, if when I put out my concerns, that maybe when we
come back to Committee, it will have already been corrected at the Planning
Commission by this time. If there can be a presentation where we show where the
climate change challenge is different. I have been trying to research this. As I am
looking at it in the six (6) days since it came on our agenda, I am seeing a lot that is
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saying that this might not be environmentally better and that there are these
problems. During my discussion time I will say what my pieces are so perhaps you
can give us a presentation. I do not want to be in disagreement with you. Ijust want
to be sure that we are going to be asking the Building Division that if we are going to
be putting something in Code that it is going to be asking for something, that it is
going to be viable in five (5) years and that there will not be substantial changes. Are
you willing to do that? Is that something that you can look at, so I do not make you
answer a bunch of questions on the floor?

Councilmember Evslin: If you are asking for a presentation on the
threat of climate change, I do not really...

Councilmember Cowden: A comparison between electric
vehicles...lithium batteries take a lot of energy to destroy. They take a lot of energy
to create. The shipping takes a lot of energy. If we are charging at night, that is
using diesel power inefficiently. Ijust want to be sure the math and the science works
out.

Councilmember Evslin: I do not think you need a presentation from
me. If you look at the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) website, the
embodied lifetime emissions of lithium batteries is a teeny fraction of the lifetime
emissions of a fossil fuel vehicle. There has been a lot of research on that front. If
you want, I can bring some information at the next meeting. It is readily available
online.

Councilmember Cowden: Great. Maybe you can bring some
information on how we would be shipping these, to where, how much it would cost to
do it, and do we have the capacity to manage all of these batteries that we would be
leaving. I just want to be able to see that information. I did look.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden...

Councilmember Cowden: I just want to be excited about this. I am just
trying to be responsible and ask the alternative questions. I want to be in full support
of this and be yes, yes, yes, for this Bill.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Again, this is an EV charging station Bill. I
do not know if disposal of batteries and a whole presentation on the effects of batteries
and where they are mined is part of the actual Bill or something that Councilmembers
Evslin or Kuali‘l would do. If you want to share that information in your discussion,
I think it would be the appropriate place to express why you have concerns about it.
To have them do a presentation on that with this Bill, I do not think would be
necessary.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay, I will try and find some of that
information. Hopefully what they said so simply is correct. This is upstream of the
Bill. If we require fifteen percent (15%) of the parking to be EV charging stations,
that means we probably want fifteen percent (15%) of our cars to be that. If we have
fifteen percent (15%) of our cars to be that we need to be able to deal with the waste
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of the cars. It is just trying to look comprehensively at what we are asking for. That
is all T am trying to do.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Do we have any further questions from the
Members? Again, this Bill will be sent to the Planning Commission and then it will
come back to us for public hearing, Committee, and full Council. If not, while the
rules are still suspended, we will take public testimony. Is there anyone in the
audience or on Zoom wishing to testify? Lonnie.

Mr. Sykos: My thanks to the two (2) Councilmembers for
making their observations about this Bill. Although the Bill is about charging
stations, it also is about lithium batteries, because you are picking winners and losers
in the change in technology for motor vehicles. It is that simple. The State has
decided for whatever reason to choose lithium batteries over all of the other options.
From the theoretical side, hydrogen is by far the superior energy method that we are
aware of. It is simply a matter of will that technology develop. We are talking now
about twenty (20) some years from now. Lacking a crystal ball, we do not know which
technology is going to win out. Yet, the State is pushing us towards a technology that
is as problematic as petroleum is. The country that has the most different types of
rare Earth minerals literally on the surface of the ground that you could harvest with
a shovel is Afghanistan. Afghanistan could be a trillion-dollar country except it is
unstable, cannot be mined, and everyone has left because they gave up. We will go
and get lithium from other places. As the Councilmember showed, it is problematic
and this Bill is problematic because we are backing the State in picking winners or
losers. It bothers me that that charging station has been broken for years. It has
been broken so long I do not remember the first time I remembered it being broken.
My second observation is...I agree, I have friends that have electric cars. They go to
the shopping center to park it so that they do not have to pay to charge it at home.
They go to the shopping center, park their car, recharge it, get in their friends car,
and go cruising or surfing. You build all of these stations and how are you going to
deal with the cars that are using it as a parking stall? Maybe you need a fine for
blocking the charger. If your vehicle is not being charged, how are you going to get it
out of the stall so someone else can actually charge their vehicle. This Bill has a good
intent, but lacking to work in real life. I am hesitant to support this.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Next up, we have a testifier.
Please state your name for the record and you will have three (3) minutes. The light
will turn green when it starts. It will turn yellow when you have thirty (30) seconds.
It will turn red when your three-minutes (3) is up. If you need another three (3)
minutes, we are going to go around the room first and let everyone have a chance.

ANDREW KASS: Hello, Councilmembers. My name is Andrew
Kass. I am an electric vehicle driver for eight (8) years. I have driven eighty
thousand (80,000) miles on Kaua‘i with two (2) electric cars—we have Nissan Leafs.
My experience has been that they are affordable and efficient vehicles for usage for
me—they are cheap to run. Yes, they are more expensive to buy. Although now, with
the used market, they are getting down. You can find used ones for eight thousand
dollars ($8,000) to ten thousand dollars ($10,000). In my mind, because of the
efficiency and there are no oil changes, no tuning, or anything, they are affordable
transportation. They could be for more people on Kaua‘i. There is a supply issue just
like all used cars and other things right now, that hopefully will get resolved, but they
are a solution for affordable transportation on Kaua‘i. There are many other issues
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that have been brought up, but I just think that at the same time they are reducing
our fossil fuel dependency on Kaua‘i, so if we can with solar energy that we are
creating energy here on Kaua'‘i, then we are spending money on Kaua‘i to KIUC for
that energy, we are not spending money on importing fossil fuels from places like
Russia and Saudi Arabia. Councilmember Cowden brought up some issues with
lithium and Councilmember Evslin mentioned yes, there are issues, but there are
much bigger problems right now. If you look at places where we get oil like Saudi
Arabia is an issue; I wish you would address things like that. Deep water horizon:
we talk about pollution from our oil addiction, so there are a lot of issues around it,
but I think alternatives are worse. One last issue that we have is, you talked about
the electricians who have to install these chargers, at least we know about conduits
and copper wiring; that is easy, we have people who can do it, like Councilmember
Evslin said, there is no hydrogen delivery system in Hawai‘i, there are a few on the
mainland, but we do not know how to do that, those are expensive materials to deliver
hydrogen to your car, you need a special tank and special hoses in your car. Right
now, we can install chargers easily, it is known technology, it is easy to do, and it
helps the “chicken and egg” problem of having electric cars, you need more chargers,
then you need more cars, so it is going to help bring more affordable transportation
to Kaua‘i to pass this Bill. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Is there anyone else in the
audience wishing to testify? Seeing none. Is there anyone on Zoom wishing to testify?
Tara.

Ms. Rojas: Aloha. 1 just wanted to testify on what was
mentioned about the fine. Just hearing this, for electric vehicles, I have ohana and
friends that have them, however, the issue about fines is concerning, especially, I
guess the nonchalant or mindset of the person, where you said that they are not
looking to fine, but try to remedy any discrepancies, yet, how things are written. The
Councilmember mentioned that when someone else comes in, and you read things
as-is on paper, they did not know that the previous mindset was to work with the
discrepancies before having to actually apply this fine, so again, like how they
mentioned another Administration or person reading this might have a different
mentality, so is there something that can be written in there? I looked up
Chapter 8-3.5, where some kind of levels you work with, or a warning, or something
like that, because it is two-sided. You want to encourage this, but you also do not
want to discourage, you do not want to penalize, but if it purposely being done...I do
not know, just hearing whatever you are saying, using it as a parking stall versus
actual charging, so you will have to see the two-sides, so maybe put it in writing. I
know it is in the Chapter, so it might be amending, but something where it is not just
to say, okay, ten thousand dollars ($10,000), and even at yourself you do not know
how to read this, what is written as-is, so put in “warning” or “work with” to remedy
the issue. You have to look at everything that everyone has been mentioning. Since
this is bill for first reading, now is the time to get the input in, as well as looking at
what is in the Chapter right now, as written. Mahalo.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Next up, we have Goren.
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GORAN RADOVANOVIC (via remote technology): My name is Goran. I live
in Wailua Homesteads. I have been an electric vehicle owner since 2013. I have
driven probably around eighty thousand (80,000) to ninety thousand (90,000) miles
on the island electrically powered. I am a solar energy consultant, as well. My
concern with this Bill is that it is absolutely necessary that we have a Bill like this.
Our neighbor islands are ahead of us in this type of legislation. One of the things
that is a huge benefit happening here on the island is that we are producing more
renewable energy of our own sourced right here on Kaua‘i that could be used for
electrified transportation. This power could easily be directed into vehicles and
buses. Let us just face it, we need to ween ourselves off of oil that is putting so much
CO2 in our atmosphere, that is the cause of global warming and climate change.
Petroleum that is being burned, we might as well shift that addiction to electric, solar,
and renewable power; the technology is here. The technology is happening right now.
This Bill allows electric vehicle chargers to be available to the masses. We need to
give the public access to vehicle chargers, so that they can drive more affordably.
These vehicles are easier to maintain. It is a lot less expensive to drive an electric
vehicle. Everyone says it over and over again, if you do not know, try it, drive one,
see what it i1s like, it will change your mind about electric vehicles. Someone
mentioned a few times, what about people that park their cars and charge overnight,
and that sort of thing. Well guess what, I am an electric vehicle charging station
owner. We have a charging station at the Waimea Baptist Church, and we charge
people to park at that spot. So if you are charging, and you want to park there
overnight. Well guess what, the Bill will add up. So that type of technology or
accounting for time plugged in...if you are going to charge all night long, go right
ahead, it 1s going to cost you money. So there is a financial incentive to keep people
moving along. These charging stations are WiFi connected, time is being accounted
for, and people can move right along if they do not want to pay a set amount per hour
to stay there and charge their cars. That is all I have to say, thank you so much.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Is there anyone else on Zoom
wishing to testify? If not, are there any further questions from the Members? Are
there any final discussion from the Members before it gets referred to the Planning
Commission? Councilmember DeCosta.

There being no further testimony, the meeting was called back to order, and
proceeded as follows:

Councilmember DeCosta: I had a little to say. I am going to have to
address some of the concerns of Councilmember Cowden, I think this Bill does
address EV chargers, but the vehicle that uses the EV charger does have lithium
batteries in it, it will eventually end up in our landfill, or be disposed of by our County.
We are the County government who will be responsible for those batteries. Not every
family can afford a new electric vehicle. I believe electricity and solar is a driven force
by different political parties and now we are under the Democratic regime and things
could change, and fossil fuel may become more of an importance, it may not, and I am
not saying I want to not save the world, but if you want to be real today, here in
Hawai‘l, no matter what we do with our emissions and our carbon secretion and
carbon dioxide emissions, the rest of the world needs to be onboard with us, if they
are not, there still will be global warming. I think there are good points on both sides.
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I want to commend Councilmember Evslin and Councilmember Kuali‘i for this, but I
do not want to ignore what Councilmember Cowden has brought up today. I would
like to hear what the Administration has to say in an E-mail, they do not have to tell
me now, but I would like to know what the Administration has to say about this
moving forward. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I will be brief. Ilove the intention of this Bill.
In this moment, I am definitely going to be voting “yes” to be moving it forward and
see where it goes. I will work myself to really find out some of the answers to these
questions, and I hope what Councilmember Evslin says is accurate, and I will be
bringing more information back when it comes to the Committee Meeting, if it is not
adapted in that time, but I think this absolutely needs to be explored by the
Commission. I want it to be something that is really excellent for us, and if I could
have an electric vehicle easily, I would have one. I am satisfied for now. I do not have
to have all my issues addressed.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you all for the dialogue. I want to
thank Councilmember Kuali‘i for slogging through this with me for the last year and
the collaboration with the Planning Department, and Office of Economic
Development (OED), that is doing a lot of great work on trying to figure out electric
vehicle charging incentives, so I appreciate all the work on this front. Just to respond
to a couple of things. Regarding the broken chargers in the Historic County Building
lot, those were replaced by the chargers across the street. 1 think there are
sixteen (16) chargers right across the street. We have more publicly available
chargers here in this County parking lot than I think anywhere else on Kaua‘i, at
least anywhere else that I have seen, so we are doing good on that front. As far as
the cost of an EV that goes up a little bit. Today, if you finance a car, you are going
to be paying, if you have taken the financially cost monthly, fuel cost versus electricity
cost, you are paying less at the end of the day with an electric vehicle for almost all
types of electric vehicles on the market than you are for a comparable fossil fuel
vehicle, and that is using Hawai‘i electricity and fuel rates, and that was the study
that did show that was done before the spike in fuel charges, and because of that
significant annual drop in the cost of electric vehicles, that is what accounts for the
thirty-three percent (33%) increase in electric vehicles in Hawai‘i in just a single year.
The transition is happening very rapidly, whether we like it or not. For me, I think
it i1s a great thing, I am happy to encourage it, but we are not choosing winners or
losers, the market is essentially choosing the winner here, that EVs are getting
cheaper. The forecast is just a few years, up front sticker price would be less than
the cost of a fossil fuel car. What is happening and we need to ensure that we have
the infrastructure in place to help enable people to have access to these cars. A major
barrier is that if you have an older home, you often do not have the amperage for a
level 2 charger. It means you need to charge all night long with a triple charge, which
takes twelve (12) hours to get a full charge. So, if you have an old home, you cannot
have the charger, you are required to rely on the public network, and also, if you live
in multi-family housing, then you would rely on public charging network. So, when
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you see people parked in a grocery store parking lot, they are paying more than the
cost of electricity for charging, they are not doing that because they do not want to
charge at home. If you have the charger at home, you are going to choose to charge
at home. People are parked at Safeway for hours because they do not have access to
any other chargers. When a mall like Kukui Grove Shopping Center does not charge
someone for two (2) hours then charges after that, they are making their own
financial decision. They are deciding that it is enough of a draw to give free charging
for two (2) hours, get people to come to the mall, and start charging them after, and
that is what businesses around the island are doing, because you can charge over and
beyond the cost of electricity—help draw people there and then start charging people
for power. So, no establishment should be losing money with an installed charger.
Again, this is going to the Planning Commission and a lot more input there, then the
Committee Meeting where we can have a robust conversation about all aspects again,
but I appreciate the dialogue today. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kuali‘.

Councilmember Kualii: I will add that if we are serious about
addressing climate change, this is really just one (1) very small step; there is a lot
more to do. I challenge all of you to come up with some Bills of your own, and some
ideas, maybe an amendment if you think you can improve this Bill, but it is just a
small thing, and we have to do a lot more if we are serious about addressing climate
change, and it is a catastrophe, it is a disaster, what we see in the news today, the
heat waves, it is ridiculous; long overdue.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Council Vice Chair Chock.

Councilmember Chock: Thank you, Chair. Thank you to the
introducers of this Bill. I can imagine what you had to go through to get it to this
point, so I look forward to the Planning Commission’s review of it, and to see it back.
I think oftentimes government is criticized as being reactive, and to be quite honest,
we are, but this is being proactive, so I appreciate you, outside of any political agenda.
I think what we need to do is look at options and opportunities for us as a community,
and this offers something that we should be looking at. I hate for that to be the center
point of discussion here, yes, the reality of the political regime is as such, let us focus
on what it is we can do to help encourage new industries, new ways of thinking, and
new opportunities for us to live more sustainably on this island. Thank you. I look
forward to the Committee Meeting where we can unpack this more, and I will
encourage everyone...there are concerns that we do come together to bring some
background research on your own, so that we can contribute to a more productive
discussion in the Committee Meeting. I would also encourage that if that is the
direction that you as individual Councilmembers are leading, that you do come with

at least potential amendments that we can dive into and unpack further. Thank you,
Chair.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: Overall, we have been moving in this
direction in so many different ways. Even our Kaua‘i Buses are moving forward with
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electric buses and charging stations that is happening already, so in this discussion
there is more to put on the table. I look forward to reaching out more. There will be
more discussion on this, but I believe we are moving in the right direction, especially
with how we are at with our environment and being more sustainable overall. So I
look forward to more healthy discussion, and I think we have good opportunities to
bridge and connect and get resources coming back to move this effort forward in a
positive way. A lot of questions will come up, I know that for a fact, but I think we
are on the right track as far as what is happening before us, so I look forward for
more discussion, of course, with the Planning Commission, as well.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone -else? Councilmember
DeCosta.
Councilmember DeCosta: I appreciate Councilmember Evslin and

Councilmember Kuali‘i on encouraging us to come up with some amendments or a
Bill of our own to improve this environment. Council Vice Chair Chock, you made a
good point about coming to the Committee Meeting and doing our homework, but
remember the Bill was introduced by Councilmember Kualii and Councilmember
Evslin, and we did not know about it until now, so now we are asking questions, and
I need to give “props” to myself and Councilmember Cowden for bringing up critical
issues that there are people out there watching today that believe the same as us.
There are people like you who believe the same as you, and that is the beauty of this
Council that we can have these discussions, intellectually fruitful discussions, and
we may not see everything the same way, we might not be as...I do not want to say
climate change sensitive, but we might have other ideas, or other ways, or other
constituents that we need to speak on behalf, and we need to be able to articulate our
vision and not get in a frustrating way, because your discussion did not go the way
you folks wanted. So I am excited to see what is going to happen in the Committee
Meeting. Yes, by all means, I will do my homework. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, roll call vote.

The motion to refer Proposed Draft Bill (N0.2877) to the Planning Commission
was then put, and carried by the following vote:

FOR REFERRAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘l, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST REFERRAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: We are past our lunch and break, but I do see

testifiers in the audience who have been here all morning. I want to get to their
two (2) items, so I am going to jump around. We are going to take the Fire Collective
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Bargaining Bill No. 2866 on the Council Meeting agenda. When we complete that,
we are going to recess the Council Meeting. Then, we will take the Committee
Meeting Parks & Recreation / Transportation Committee item, so the other two (2)
testifiers can testify. I do not want them to have to come back after lunch; they have
been waiting very patiently for their item. Clerk, please read page 5, Bill No. 2866.

There being no objections, Bill No. 2866 was taken out of order.

BILLS FOR SECOND READING:

Bill No. 2866 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR BARGAINING UNIT 11 BETWEEN
JULY 1, 2021 AND JUNE 30, 2025

Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve Bill No. 2866 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We have testifiers. Blair.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

BLAIR YAMASHITA: Aloha, Council Chair. For the record, Blair
Yamashita, Hawai‘i Fire Fighters Association (HFFA), Kaua‘i Division Chair, also
Kaua‘i Fire Department (KFD) Fire Captain. I want to say thank you for allowing us
the opportunity to speak today. As you folks know, HFFA represents one thousand
eight hundred (1,800) career firefighters around the State, responsible for staffing
both County and State facilities, as well as six hundred plus (600+) retirees, and here
on the island we have one hundred thirty-nine (139) County firefighters along with
around forty (40) State firefighters, as well. HFFA thanks the Council for its
continued support and commitment to public safety and urges the passage and a “yes”
vote on Bill No. 2866 for the contractual award for bargaining Unit 11. Having
satisfied the procedural requirements of Hawaii Revised Statutes 8 and 9, and
arbitrated on by a neutral third party as being fair, we stand by this contract. The
last time we were here three (3) years ago, we came to this Chambers informing about
the secondary and hidden hazards that we face that go and compound along with the
inherent dangers of our jobs that people see the fires that we go to, the working
conditions. Things like the increased rates of cancer and shorter life expectancies
than the general population, and increased diagnosis of Post Traumatic System
Disorder (PTSD) comparatively. COVID-19 in the last thirty (30) months have just
reinforced the importance of having a well-supported and funded public safety sector.
Fire, Police, and Emergency Management Services (EMS), continued at the same
high-level through a once in a lifetime pandemic, often putting our members face to
covered face with the disease, and each time the phone went off, we answered the call
knowing we were possibly subjecting ourselves to COVID-19 and not only that, but
to our families. I will finish by reiterating, we stand by the contract, and we know
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that the Council, the County of Kaua‘i, and the community stands with us also.
Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Is there anyone else in the
audience wishing to testify? Nick.

NICHOLAS PANANGANAN: Good afternoon. Nick Pananganan, Fire
Captain for the Kaua‘i Fire Department, Division Recorder for HFFA. I will be brief.
As Blair reiterated, we stand just at one hundred thirty-nine (139) members for
our County Divisions. We also represent our State Association of Retired Fire
Fighters (ARFF) members, one thousand eight hundred (1,800) members across
Statewide. Just here to put faces to the numbers and names associated with this Bill,
just asking for your support. It went through first reading, we are just looking for a
“yes” vote to pass our bargaining agreement, everything went through binding
arbitration where employer and bargaining unit met with fair negotiations and was
awarded by third party arbitrator, and we are just asking for that recognition of the
process in compliance with good faith bargaining in the HRS. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else in the audience wishing
to testify? Seeing none. Is there anyone on Zoom wishing to testify? Seeing none.
Are there any questions from the Members? Is there any final discussion from the
Members? Councilmember DeCosta.

Councilmember DeCosta: I want to thank the two (2) firefighters for
coming today. I want to be proactive and thank all the firefighters throughout the
State, moreso here on Kaua‘i, because they are the ones that save us, respond
medically to our ki@puna, you folks are under thanked, and we only do it when we hit
the emergency and something happens to our loved ones, and we feel compelled to
thank you, so today, I am going to thank you on behalf of the Council and Council
staff that we are indebted for you folks to keep us safe at the forefront of our
wellbeing. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? Councilmember
Cowden.
Councilmember Cowden: I want to thank you both for coming in here

and speaking to us, waiting patiently through the meeting. I want to thank all the
firefighters both on Kaua‘i and in the State, you are deeply appreciated. This is
second reading right now, so when we say “yes” today it is a done deal, and when I
look at the numbers, the percentages, I know that does not keep up with inflation, so
it is a very easy, willing, and strong “yes.” Yes, you deserve it, yes, we are going to
give it to you, yes, we are glad that you are getting it, so thank you very much.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kualifi.
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Councilmember Kuali‘i: . I, too, want to lend my voice of gratitude,
mahalo nui loa to Firefighter Yamashita and Firefighter Pananganan for showing up
today and representing all our other firefighters. Absolutely, we have always known
how critical first responders are for us, and became even more apparent during
COVID-19, and we appreciate all that you have done to help get us through that, so
I will support this very easily.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Carvalho.

Councilmember Carvalho: Mahalo again, you folks have been totally
supportive, your heart, your soul, your dedication to the work that you do for the
people, mahalo to your families, as well. Today, we totally support it one hundred
percent (100%). Mahalo for everything you folks do.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: I just want to express my appreciation for the
work that KFD does here. My guess is I have the distinction among the Council of
being rescued by the Fire Department more than anyone else among my colleagues
here, maybe Councilmember Cowden has me beat there, but three (3) or four (4) times
that I have been in hairy situations, and it is always such a relief to see someone
paddling out on a board or in a helicopter to help you out. So a lot of appreciation for
the work that our first responders do, even outside of the last two (2) years of crisis
that we have been in. Thank you. Easy vote today.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? If not, roll call vote.
The motion to approve Bill No. 2866 on second and final reading, and that it

be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the
following vote:

FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘l, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion passes. With that, we will recess

our Council Meeting and we are going to start with the Committee Meeting, starting
with the Parks & Recreation / Transportation Committee.
There being no objections, the meeting recessed at 12:54 p.m.

The meeting was called back to order at 2:04 p.m., and proceeded as follows:
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Welcome back, we are on page 4 of our Council
Meeting agenda under Bills for Second Reading.

Bill No. 2861 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 5A,
SECTIONS 5A-3.4, 5A-6.1, 5A-6.4, 5A-12.1, 5A-12.3, 5A-12.7, AND 5A-12.8, KAUA'T
COUNTY CODE 1987, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO REAL PROPERTY TAXES

Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve Bill No. 2861 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We received no written testimony on this
item. Are there any questions on this item? Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I am just making sure that I understand this
completely. My understanding is that when these corrections happen at the Board of
Review, the person under consideration has eliminated an extra step and they get
their status changed as far as real property tax is concerned. That is the main thing,
right? It is removing that extra step.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

Ms. Matsuyama: Sorry, Councilmember Cowden, can you
repeat that question?

Councilmember Cowden: The main piece, and we have been over this
multiple times, but the Board shall have the power to change a property tax rate
classification right there where it gets corrected, and the person does not have to go
back and refile if they had it wrong? When they go to the Board of Review, they could
fix it right there. That is the main element?

Ms. Matsuyama: Yes, that part is basically a housekeeping
measure, because the basis to appeal a tax classification does not appear in Section 12
of Chapter 5A. It appears in the other section that establishes the tax classification,
but it was not written in the appeal section. We are just making sure that all of the
ways that someone can appeal are all captured in Section 12, which is the appeal
section of Chapter 5A.

Councilmember Cowden: Okay. It is simple.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any other questions from the
Members? Is there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify on this item?
Jeff.

JEFF LINDNER: Aloha, Councilmembers. There was a point of
clarity that under an illegal claim, the Board does not handle that, right? That is
what I read. Typically, you could go straight to Honolulu if you wanted to, right? If
it 1s an illegal claim or issue, I think what it is saying is that you have to...the court
has to rule on that. I guess my question is if somebody has illegal with non-uniform
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or any of the other issues, do you have to go through the Board and satisfy those other
three (3) first, and then go to the court for the illegal, or if the illegal is in that will
you go straight to the court? That was not clear. I am just trying to get clarity on
that. That is if I am understanding the illegal part, that it has to go to court.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay. Is there anyone online wishing to
testify? Are there any further questions from the Members? Councilmember
Cowden, do you have a question?

Councilmember Cowden: I sort of understood what he was asking. Isit
possible that we can get clarification on that, what Jeff was asking?

Ms. Matsuyama: I can run through the ways or the reasons
why you can appeal. The assessed value you can appeal on. I think the one that he
was talking about was the second one, lack of uniformity or inequality. If you did not
get an exemption or dedication, you can appeal that. The illegality one, you can
appeal that as well. Then tax classification, we are adding to the section. We are not
adding to the Code, but adding to the section. On any of those basis, what we are
saying in this Bill is that you can appeal any of those or all of those, but you still have
to go through the Board of Review first in any case, before you went to the State Tax
Court.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you.
Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any other questions from the
Members?

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded
as follows: ‘

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any final discussion? I will take a roll
call vote.

The motion to approve Bill No. 2861, on second and final reading, and that it be
transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the

following vote:
FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘i, Kaneshiro TOTAL — 7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Bill No. 2863 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR BARGAINING UNIT 2 BETWEEN
JULY 1, 2021 AND JUNE 30, 2025
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Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve Bill No. 2863 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: This is for blue collar supervisory workers. Is
there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify?

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting proceeded as
follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any questions or discussion from the
Members? If not, we will take a roll call vote.

The motion to approve Bill No. 2863, on second and final reading, and that it be
transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the

following vote:
FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘i, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL — 0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Bill No. 2864 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR BARGAINING UNIT 3 BETWEEN
JULY 1, 2021 AND JUNE 30, 2025

Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve Bill No. 2864 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We received no written testimony on this
item. Is there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify?

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting proceeded as
follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any questions or discussion from the
Members? This is for white collar non-supervisory employees. If not, we will take a
roll call vote.
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The motion to approve Bill No. 2864, on second and final reading, and that it be
transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the

following vote:
FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘l, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL —-0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Bill No. 2865 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR BARGAINING UNIT 4 BETWEEN
JULY 1, 2021 AND JUNE 30, 2025

Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve Bill No. 2865 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: This is for white collar supervisory employees.
Is there anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify?

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting proceeded as
follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any questions or discussion from the
Members? If not, we will take a roll call vote.

The motion to approve Bill No. 2865, on second and final reading, and that it be
transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the

following vote:
FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘i, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,
AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL - 0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL ~ 0.
Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Bill No. 2867 — A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A COLLECTIVE
BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR BARGAINING UNIT 13 BETWEEN
JULY 1, 2021 AND JUNE 30, 2025

Councilmember Carvalho moved to approve Bill No. 2867 on second and final
reading, and that it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by
Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: This is for professional and scientific
employees. We received no written testimony. Is there anyone in the audience or on
Zoom wishing to testify?
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There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting proceeded as
follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any questions or discussion from the
Members? If not, we will take a roll call vote.

The motion to approve Bill No. 2867, on'second and final reading, and that it be
transmitted to the Mayor for his approval was then put, and carried by the

following vote:

FOR APPROVAL: Carvalho, Chock, Cowden, DeCosta,
Evslin, Kuali‘i, Kaneshiro TOTAL -7,

AGAINST APPROVAL: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.

Ms. Fountain-Tanigawa: Seven (7) ayes.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Next up is Executive Session.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

ES-1078 Pursuant to Hawaili Revised Statutes (HRS) Sections 92-4 and
92-5(a)(4) and (8), and Kaua‘li County Charter Section 3.07(E), the purpose of this
Executive Session is to consult with the Council’s legal counsel to receive legal
updates, overviews, and recommendations for purposes of obtaining Council approval
to settle two (2) workers’ compensation -claims. This deliberation and
decision-making involves matters that require the consideration of information that
must be kept confidential due to significant privacy interests. The significant privacy
interests relate to a medical history, diagnosis, condition, treatment, and evaluation.
This information is protected from disclosure pursuant to State or Federal law,
including the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.

Councilmember Carvalho moved to convene in Executive Session for ES-1078,
seconded by Councilmember DeCosta.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We received no written testimony. Is there
anyone in the audience or on Zoom wishing to testify?

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting proceeded as
follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We are going to take this Executive Session at
the end of our Committee Meetings.

The motion to convene into Executive Session for ES-1078 was then put, and
unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Not seeing or hearing
any objections, this Council Meeting is now adjourned. We will now begin our
Committee Meetings.
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ADJOURNMENT.

There being no further business, the Council Meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m.

tfully, submitted,

JADE\WW, FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA
County Clerk

ks



